
■ Western Makers Competition – Judging Criteria
No Tooling Rough Out / Smooth – Open Roping Saddle

Criteria Description Max Points Judge’s Score

Lines & Flow Overall balance, proportions, and flow of saddle design 10

Hand Stitching Consistency, tightness, and neatness of hand stitching 10

Tightness / Fit of Parts Precision fit of skirts, rigging, and components 10

Cantle Finish Quality of cantle shaping, binding, and finish 10

Overall Appeal General visual appeal and craftsmanship quality 10

Machine Stitching Evenness, tightness, and clean finish of machine stitching 10

Overall Finish Professional edge work, smooth finish, burnishing, clean presentation 10

Ready to Ride Functional, balanced, usable for roping 10

Bonus Awards (Optional)
• Judges’ Choice Roping Saddle
• Best Rough Out
• Best Smooth Leather Finish


